
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     MAY 24, 2015 
  
DAY  OF  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – Acts 2:1-21 
 Hymn – 313 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I am deceived about myself.  I am of the opinion 
that I am a conscious and aware person, and as a result I tend 
to believe that I already know the really important things to 
know about myself.  I have discovered that this belief allows 
me to dismiss as irrelevant and unimportant many of the 
thoughts and feelings which you bring me in an effort to 
increase my awareness and make me more conscious. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 316 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 324 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for May 31, 2015 
Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

F.Y.I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
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Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Day of Pentecost [John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15] 

 The word “God” is a noun. However, it is a noun that functions 
like a verb in the sense that the word God refers to a reality that is 
actually an activity which comes towards us and interacts with us. 
In Christianity, God is three different activities, all working 
together to bring us the fullest human life possible for us. The 
aspect of God generally referred to as Father/Mother is the 
activity of God which can be described as “parenting,” in the best 
sense of that word. This aspect of God supports, encourages, 
guides and enjoys us in our living. However, all us live lives only 
partially connected to the person we actually are. Much of our life 
is relegated to our unconscious and is not available for us to live 
in and from. God intends to change this by recovering for us the 
aspects of our life which are not available to us, thereby keeping 
us from wearing out trying to be an ideal of the person we are 
and instead allowing us to be as much of the real person we are 
as is possible. To accomplish this, a second aspect of God, 
referred to as Christ or Son, begins to operate in us. This is the 
activity of God which introduces us to aspects of our life which are 
not in our awareness, yet for different reasons need to be there. 
Christ introduces these feelings and thoughts into our awareness, 
we remove these from our awareness since we do not understand 
their importance and their use, and then Christ returns them until 
we begin to recognize them as legitimate parts of the person we 
are. When this recognition materializes the activity of God which 
is Christ begins to withdraw from us, and the third aspect of God, 
which is referred to as “Holy Spirit,” begins to engage us. “Holy 
Spirit” is the activity of God which helps us remember what Christ 
has taught us, and then assists us in unpacking it, integrating it 
and using it. In the Church Year, today, this Sunday, is known as 
the Day of Pentecost; it is the day on which the church 
commemorates the appearance of the “Holy Spirit.” 
 I believe it is fair and accurate to state that for most people the 
Christian religion is about sin, righteousness and judgment—to 
lead a Christian life means to avoid sin (living the wrong way) by 
being righteous (living the right way), and if we do not there is 
judgment. While all three of these concepts are important in 

Christianity, the way most people understand them and apply 
them is contrary to what Christianity affirms. Ironically, for most 
people these ideas are understood and applied moralistically, yet 
Christianity itself is not moralistic. Our moralistic mind focuses on 
making certain that who we are and how we live is correct and 
proper, and then on maintaining correctness and propriety 
throughout our life; if we are not correct and proper, there is 
judgment. However, Christianity has a very different focus. The 
birth of Christ in us is the appearance of a mind that stands 
alongside our moralistic mind and does not moralize on us. The 
mind of Christ is not focused on our becoming correct and proper, 
or on our remaining that way throughout our life. The mind of 
Christ is focused on getting us connected to the actual person we 
are, connected to the life we are actually living, and on the 
exploration and integration of the person we are. Because of the 
work Christ does, elements of our actual life generally not 
considered correct and proper are added to our self-experience 
and self-understanding. 
 Christ is God’s answer to the issue of how to get thoughts and 
feelings into our awareness which will help us experience and 
explore the life that is actually ours. As this work progresses a 
different issue emerges: How to keep in our awareness what Christ 
has taught us, and then integrate it and use it to engage our life? 
The activity which is the Holy Spirit is God’s answer to that issue. 
The writer of John gives this activity a different name “the 
Advocate.” The Greek word means both “intercessor” [“one who 
entreats in favor of another”] and “consoler” [“one who allays the 
sorrow or grief of”]. The Advocate “advocates” on behalf of Christ. 
That is, he earnestly requests us to think about what Christ has 
taught us about ourselves, and in this way he helps us remember 
what Christ has taught us. He also makes less severe and more 
bearable the sorrow or grief we feel as elements from our shadow 
are worked into our awareness. 
 In John 16:8-11 is written: “[The Advocate]…will prove the 
world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, 
because they do not believe in me [Christ]; about righteousness, 
because I [Christ] am going to the Father and you will see me no 



longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned.” The word “sin” means “to miss the mark,” and the 
world’s understanding of “missing the mark” is to not manifest 
one’s ideal self. What we learn from Christ is that manifesting 
one’s ideal self is missing the mark, and that the integrating of our 
shadow is hitting the mark. The word “righteousness” means 
“equity,” a word which means being “just, impartial and fair.” The 
world misunderstands the meaning of righteousness as “being 
proper or correct over the course of one’s life.” What we learn 
from Christ is that the meaning of righteousness is to treat the 
emerging parts of our life fairly, impartially and justly so that our 
understanding of who we are expands over time and our sense of 
self becomes more elaborate. The word “judgment” means 
“decision,” and can refer to a decision “for” or “against.” The 
world misunderstands “judgment” as “negative evaluation” or 
“punishment.” What we learn from Christ is the value of making 
“judgments/decisions.” The encouragement is to “decide” to treat 
what is disclosed to us about ourselves in a just and fair manner, 
and to do so because we have made the “judgment” that 
moralizing on what is disclosed to us, as the world does, is not 
helpful for our life. The Advocate “advocates” for Christ’s point of 
view. 
 The writer of John also refers to the “Advocate” as the “Spirit 
of truth.” The word “Spirit” refers to what we would call a 
“mental disposition” or “frame of mind.” The word “truth” means 
“truth” in the sense that something is no longer being concealed. I 
believe what is being referred to is that there begins to operate in 
us a “frame of mind” that seeks to have things about us no longer 
be concealed. This “frame of mind” will “guide [us] into all the 
truth” by exploring what had been concealed and is now revealed. 
The way we usually describe this is by saying—what Christ has 
disclosed to us the Spirit of truth will unpack for us and with us. 
That same Spirit will keep us informed regarding what is coming 
into consciousness for us.  
 We are describing common and ordinary things which we 
experience all the time, although we do not usually comprehend 
as being the work of God.  We need to remember that God 

intends to bring us the fullness of our life, something which 
involves the disclosing and integrating of whatever is in our 
shadow. Christ discloses shadow material to us all the time in the 
form of thoughts and feelings which do not fit our idea of the 
person we are.  We remove these from our awareness and Christ 
brings them back to us for our further consideration. This repeats 
until we realize that what is being shown to us will not go away 
and is legitimately part of who we are. As this happens a shift 
occurs in us whereby we begin to be able to remember what Christ 
has shown us, and what we have been shown begins to be 
unpacked and elaborated on the way to its becoming integrated as 
part of who we are. This is God keeping God’s agreement to bring 
us the fullness of our life. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-22-15, Cycle B, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15] 

 


